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 It is commonly known that in old age, individuals 

depend on their children as they often have no other 

alternative.  
 

 The effects of modernization, industrialization and 

urbanization on the society are evident, in part, in the 

weakening of traditional bonds of the joint family 

system.  
 

 The elderly happen to be the main sufferers of the 

changing social values and family system  

 
 

 

 



 

 It has drastically affected the rural family structure in 

general and the joint family system in particular.  
 

 The spread of consumerism and self-centric attitude of the 

younger generation have driven them to drift away from 

their villages in search of comfort and better opportunities 

in urban areas.  
 

 In such a situation, the poor and helpless aged parents are 

left behind alone in the villages, where they feel socially 

isolated and economically insecure 

 



 In this context, the present study aims to examine the 

issue of old age from the perspective of the aged and 

the young generation (their children).  
 

 The study also tries to understand the perception of the 

aged in terms of respect and care they get from their 

children.  

 



Maharashtra  

India 



 Location Map of Study Area 



 Data for this study was collected from the rural areas of 

Amravati district using semi structured interview 

schedule.  
 

 600 males and females were interviewed  
 

 Systematic sampling technique was used for data 

collection.  
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Elderly Receiving Respect and Care from Children  



Yes No Can’t say Total  

Age group         

60-69 55.3 41.5 3.2 347 

70-79 59.8 36.0 4.2 189 

80+ 94.3 5.7 -- 35 

Sex         

Male 61.3 35.1 3.6 305 

Female 56.8 40.2 3 266 

Total 59.2 (338) 37.5 (214) 3.3 (19) 100.0 (571) 

Elderly receiving respect, care and support from children  



Yes No Can’t say Total  

Marital Status 

Married 63.1 33.4 3.5 344 

Widowed/widower 53.3 43.6 3.1 227 

Family Type  

Single 25.5 64.7 9.8 51 

Nuclear 49.8 46.7 3.5 259 

Joint 75.1 23.0 1.9 261 

Total 59.2 (338) 37.5 (214) 3.3 (19) 100.0 (571) 

Elderly receiving respect, care and support from children  



Yes No Can’t say Total  

SLI 

Low 51.0 43.4 5.6 198 

Medium 65.2 32.1 2.7 224 

High 61.1 37.6 1.3 149 

Economic Status 

Independent 53.8 41.2 4.9 325 

Dependent 66.3 32.5 1.2 246 

Total 59.2 (338) 37.5 (214) 3.3 (19) 100.0 (571) 

Elderly receiving respect, care and support from children  
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Elderly’s Opinion about the Younger Generation   



 To understand the perceptions of elderly towards 

younger generation, a composite score has been 

computed based on twelve questions after checking the 

reliability using the alpha value of 0.8531.  
 

 The composite score has been computed attaching a 

higher value to positive indicators and lesser values 

otherwise (i.e. value 2 for agree, 1 for disagree, and 0 

can’t say).  
 

 The scores have been categorized into three groups on 

the basis of cumulative frequency, neutral (below 25 

%), positive (25-50 %) and negative (above 50 %).  

 

Perception Scale 
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Perception of Elderly about Young Generation 



Living Arrangement 

Perception towards young 

generation 
Total 

Neutral 
Positive 

perception 

Negative 

perception 

Living alone 6.5 21.0 72.6 62 

Only spouse 13.3 24.2 62.5 120 

Spouse + unmarried 

son 
15.6 31.2 53.2 109 

Spouse + married son 25.7 27.1 47.1 140 

With married sons 26.3 30.8 42.9 133 

With other relatives 8.3 33.3 58.3 36 

Total 18.5 (111) 27.8 (167) 53.7 (322) 100.0 (600) 



Variables  Exp (B) 

Age Group  

60-69® 

70-79 0.872 

80+  2.061** 

Sex  

Male® 

Female  1.053 

Marital Status 

Married(R) 

Widowed/widower 0.896 

Caste  

General®  

SC/ST 1.347 

OBC 1.049 

Dependent variable is 

perception of 

elderly about the 

younger generation  

(i.e. 1 = negative 

perception,  

0 = otherwise).  



Variables  Exp (B) 

Type of Family 

Single® 

Nuclear  0.933 

Joint  1.642 

Living Arrangement  

Living alone® 

Living with spouse 0.909 

Living with children 0.471** 

Living with other relatives  0.670 

SLI  

Low® 

Medium 0.740 

High   0.422*** 

Economic Status  

Independent®  

Dependent on others 1.082 

Constant  1.868 



 It is found that age, living arrangements and standard of 

living index significantly affect the elderly’s perception 

towards the younger generation.  
 

 The ‘oldest of the old’ (80+) people are two times more 

likely to have a negative perception of the younger 

generation 
 

 Living with their children has a significant relationship 

with the elderly’s perception towards the younger 

generation.  
 

 



 Elderly people living with children are less likely to have a 
negative perception towards the younger generation as 
compared to those living alone  
 

 Those who live alone, do not get any kind of help from their 
children, so their perception is more likely to be negative. 
 

 The expectations from children by the elderly with a lower 
socio-economic level are greater as they need more care and 
support.  
 

 When this group does not get the needed care and support, 
it will tend to have a negative perception towards the 
younger generation.  
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 The most common reasons for perceiving ageing as a 

problem are:  

◦ They can no longer do the work they used to do once;  

◦ Health problems increasing with age;  

◦ Not getting the expected love and respect from children and 

other family members; and  

◦ Having to be dependent on others for each and every thing. 



 A 65 year old female respondent has expressed her 

view on this issue -   

  “Even though I have two sons, I am forced to stay alone. They 

are less bothered about my well being, forget about material, 

financial and emotional support. I am feeling lonely, hopeless, 

and sorrowful/regretful. I also don’t get any help from the 

government. Now I don’t want to live anymore, how I prefer to 

die! Or I am waiting to die”. 



 Who should Take Care 

of the Parents in Old Age 

Sex 
Total 

Male Female 

Self 

Son’s 

Daughter 

Government 

Others 

7.4 

84.6 

0.7 

6.4 

1.0 

7.9 

84.5 

1.9 

4.9 

0.8 

7.6 

84.6 

1.2 

5.7 

0.9 

Total 100.0 (299) 100.0 (265)  564 (100.0) 



 It is a common belief in India that children are the main 

support for parents in old age  
 

 which is reflected in the survey when elderly 

participants reporting 'yes' (83 per cent) and 15 per cent 

of them ‘no’ and two  per cent did not respond. 
 

 Among the elderly respondents, 21 per cent have said 

their view about children being the main support has 

changed over the years.  

 



 A 78 year old male respondent has said  
 

“Initially, I thought my children would take care of me in 

old age and also give shelter, but I was wrong to think 

that way. It’s shameful to state that, they now treat me 

like a servant”. He further says,  
 

“With change in time, there is change in the behaviour of 

individuals/ children”. 

 



 When the elderly are asked “How many sons a person 

should have to support them in their old age?” most report 

two or three per person. One interesting reply – 
 

“What’s the point in having 4-5 children, when they are not 

helping? Number doesn’t matter much. Even one child who 

is responsible and helpful is better than many.”       

 

“It is better to have only one child who is helpful and 

responsible than having many irresponsible sons.” 

 



 A majority of elderly (86 per cent) respondents have 

reported that the best place for a person to live in old 

age is with their sons. 

 

 However, five per cent of the elderly have reported that 

an old age home could be the best place for a person to 

live in old age because they feel it is better than 

tensions and daily quarrels with their children.    



 A large number of elderly from the ‘oldest of the old’ 

age group (80+) have a negative perception towards the 

younger generation.  
 

 Females living alone with a low standard of living also 

tend to demonstrate a negative perception towards the 

younger generation.  
 

 This negative perception among the oldest of the old 

group may be due to the fact that this group needs more 

care and support from their children, who are unable to 

provide them with the expected care and support.  



 The study also shows that the elderly living alone with 

their spouses develop a more negative perception 

towards the younger generation as compared to those 

living with their children.  
 

 This could be because the elderly feel they have been 

left alone by their children or relatives to fend for 

themselves.  
 

 It also highlights the need for company of either 

married or unmarried children to make the elderly feel 

more secure.  



 The elderly in non-headed (children) and single headed 

households are more likely to feel that ageing is a problem.  
 

 It may be because the elderly lose the decision making 

power in the family and are now forced to ask for minor 

things from their children, as the children are the decision 

makers.  
 

 Children may not discuss or consult family issues with their 

elderly parents or may share only after the decision has 

been made; feeling left out for not being able to play an 

important role in the family may affect the elderly’s 

emotions and make them feel that getting old is a problem.  

 



 These factors are commonly considered as barriers in 

the ageing process which often result in the elderly 

feeling that ageing is a problem.  
 

 The study highlights the need to support elderly, not 

only in terms of economic support but also morally and 

emotionally.  
 

 These result demand for policies to provide care for 

elderly’s health, living arrangements, social support etc. 

and thus improving their overall status.  

 

 



 In the traditional society, the support system was given 

by the children and relatives.  
 

 However, over time, this support system has been 

deteriorating thus there is a need for government to step 

in and fill this gap and provide support its elderly 

citizens.  




