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Introduction : addiction  



Introduction : War on Drugs 



Confusing ads 



Drug verses MVA death 

…… drugs now kill more Americans than motor vehicle 
accidents! U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 2009  



The impact on children………..  



Problem among young adults 

Statistics from the National Drug information System illustrated 
that 45% of drug users started using drugs while in schools  
                                                                                                How, 1999 



United Nations Drug Control 
Programme research 

• Drug abuse is on the rise in many ASEAN 
countries, especially amongst young males 
between 15 and 30 years of age. 

 

• Beijing, 2011 - the registered number of young 
drug addicts (< 35) in China has reached more 
than 1.7 million.  



Situation in Malaysia  
:National Drug Agency  ~ survey 2008 

• 12,352 drug users were detected  

• 6,413 of whom were repeat offender 

• majority of drug users were male (98%) 

 

• The age breakdown amongst teens and youth detected in 2008 are: 

• 13 – 18 years old:  2%  

• 19 – 24 years old: 17%  

• 25 – 29 years old: 20% 

 

• Reason for using  

• 55% of cases used the drugs as a result of peer influence 

• 21% used drugs for fun 

• 15% of users were curious about drugs.  

 

 



• Choice of drug   
– Heroin remains the preferred choice of drugs for users in Malaysia at 40% 

– Amphetamine-Type-Stimulants (ATS) account for 14% 

 

•  The ADK's report show that more than 300,000 drug users 
were detected in Malaysia between 1988 and 2008. For every 
identified drug user, there may be as many as 3 to 4 users who 
have eluded detection and arrest.  

 

• IVDU and risk of HIV spread.  

- 1986-2008 data reveal that 60,248 injecting drug users have 
tested HIV-positive in Malaysia 



 

• Statistics from the National Drug Agency (ADK) 
show that 65 per cent of drug users detected 
in 2009 had only completed their secondary 
education (school drop-out at the age of 15)  



BIONADI  
(national drug information system) 

Status  Jan –Nov 2011 
 

Jan –Nov 2010 Difference  
2011/2010 

New case  6,535 (63%) 15,925 -58.96% 

repeater 3,848 (37%) 5,932 -35.13% 

Total 10,383 21,857 -52.50% 



Distribution according to the state  



Ethnic distribution   



Age  



Education  



Types of drugs 



NIDA report: Monitoring the Future 
 “among 8th, 10th, and 12th graders”  



•After marijuana, prescription and over-the-counter medications account for most of the 
top drugs abused by 12th graders in the past year.  
•Alcohol use has continued to decline falling from 43.5% to 41.2% and alcohol binge 
drinking declining from 25.2% to 23.2%.  



REASONS WHY YOUNG PEOPLE USE DRUGS: 
UNICEF 2007 

1. Street children, working children, sexually exploited children may 
use drugs to cope with problems of unemployment, neglect, 
violence and sexual abuse.  

 

2. Some young people do drugs to change the way they feel. Often 
they want to change their situation.  

 

3. Some young people take drugs to stay awake so they can study 
or to escape the pressures from academic life. 



4.  Some young people take drugs because they want to fit in and 
not be the only one who is not participating. 

5. Some young people take drugs because they are bored. They 
turn to drugs for a little excitement because there is nothing else 
that interests them. 

 

6. Some young people are influenced by the entertainment world 
that make drugs appear attractive and cool. 

7.   Some young people take drugs because they think it makes 
them seem grown-up. 

 

8. Some young people take drugs because they want to rebel.  

9. Some young people take drugs because they want to 
experiment. 



Impact on Children when a Family Member Abuses Drugs 
 UNICEF 2007 

Drug abuse by a family member will have a significant and enduring 
impact on the family dynamics and functioning.  

 

Families encounter great stress, conflict and anxiety as a 
consequence of trying to protect the family member from the 
dangers and harms associated with drugs, and to limit the 
damage arising from their behaviour towards the rest of the 
family. 

 



Clinical implication   

• The transition from adolescence to young adulthood is a 
crucial period in which experimentation with illicit drugs in 
many cases begins. 

• Drugs may have strong appeal to young people who are 
beginning their struggle for independence as they search for 
identity.  

• Because of their innate curiosity and thirst for new 
experiences, peer pressures, their resistance to authority, 
sometimes low self-esteem and problems in establishing 
positive interpersonal relationships, young people are 
particularly susceptible to the allure of drugs.  

• However, youth around the world do not all have the same 
reasons for abusing drugs. 



Thank you 


