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Å This presentation provides a brief overview of data and 

research tools that facilitate the study of the aging lifecourse.  

Å We argue that a successful research program on aging requires 

three basic components: 

1. Provide Numerous Data Sets in Standard Formats That 

are Easily Available to the Research Community 

2. Provide Tools that Encourage Research and the 

Education of Researchers 

3. Provide Outreach and Open Access 

 

Å Funded by the National Institute on Aging in the United States, NACDA 

represents one of the worldôs largest collections of research data on 

elderly populations.  

Abstract 



Efficiency- Good secondary data should come in a 
format that facilitates research. 

Variety- Many if not most research questions can be 
explored with some existing data set. 

Theory Testing- Secondary data allows for the 
controlled testing of research framework in a manner 
that allows for replication.   

Generalizability- Secondary data using sampling 
distributions allows results to be generalized to a 
broader population.   

Why Use Secondary Data? 


